As the cause for astute coronary insufficiency (ACI), rupture of arterial plaques is responsible for more than 70,000 deaths and $50 billion costs in the United States. For the coagulationist, understanding the mechanisms and complications of plaque rupture provides the basis of much of the laboratory work; for the clinician, it provides the basis for medical practice. This is the 45th book in the "Fundamental and Clinical Cardiology" series started by Goldhaber and Bounameaux in 1991 with Rifkind's monograph on "Drug Treatment for Hyperlipidemia" and touches upon virtually every phase of modern cardiologic practice.
This new book is a timely review of fundamental pathophysiology, epidemiology, molecular mechanisms, techniques to assess plaque vulnerability, animal studies, and current therapies in cardiovascular plaques. This valuable little book that fits nicely into the pocket of a laboratory coat surveys all of the elements of hematology but provides only brief discussion of the coagulation disorders or their commonly used laboratory tests. As such, it provides a wide perspective for the experienced coagulationist and a fundamental grounding for the neophyte.
It guides selection, ordering, and reading of the commonly used tests in hematology that clinicians are apt to order and explains the appropriateness, or lack of appropriateness, for each order. This third edition testifies to the respect that the little book offers for medical students, residents, and general physicians.
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